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‘When it comes to pitching, less is
more. Find the core of your story,

•
•

and pitch that. Also always
remember genre is important –
it’s no good pitching adult fantasy
to a publisher who publishes

•

commercial literary fiction,
memoir or YA, or any other genre
that does not fit.’

•
•
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Pitching = telling a good story to the right person at the right time.
Pitches need to have a beginning, middle and end. A good pitch adjusts
the skills we have with writing on paper to creating an oral pitch.
The goal is to make pitching feel very natural – and this comes with
preparation and practice.
No one pitch fits all. If you know yourself and know your work, you can
adjust your pitch to the person you are speaking to.
It needs to build a relationship.
Sometimes it’s a much better plan to spend some time getting to know
the person before you start pitching to them. Ask them questions, make
it a conversation, see what they’re interested in, pull out the items that
they are most interacted in when you pitch. Listening is a key skill –
listen first.
There was a question about doing an elevator pitch with someone who
you regard as important that you want to pitch your book to. The advice
was to try to just get their card, be respectful and make another time to
connect. If you just have one moment, try to make it a conversation –
align your pitch align with what their verbal responses are, picking up on
their cues. Be polite! Don’t corner them in the elevator!
Pitches are just a moment – take them as a learning experience – they’re
not always going to be successful and don’t let that crush you.
Authors can be humble and denigrate themselves – don’t ever denigrate
yourself and your book! Look at things that you can brag about e.g.
Emerging Writers Program.
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‘Practice how you would
promote your book / story in
different contexts, eg. on the
radio, at book signings etc. You
need to be able to both pinpoint
the unique features of your

Formulating your Pitch: Questions
to Ask.

Pitches for Children or Young Adult
Fiction
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story and your own background
as well as be able to identify
similar books; books that
inspired you as well as books
that your readers may know.’
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Title of the book?
What the book is about?
Why did you write it?
Where and when is it set?
Who is your main character – start
with their name and succinctly
describe their unique traits and
personality.
Why is it important?
What makes the book unique or
timely?
What stories in the news / media
relate to this book?
What audience do you have in
mind for your story / collection?
Why are you the best person to tell
this story?
What is unique about your back
ground?
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Be clear about what you would
and wouldn’t say / explore with
this age group
Think about the market – parents /
grandparents / school libraries
and their duty of care to children
and their role as gatekeepers
Why does this book need to be
read?
If fantasy, showcase fantastical
elements.
Is it a series?

