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Question responses courtesy of Ms Janet Jackson 

1. Janet, you are a published poet and author, and have a wealth of knowledge and 

experience in teaching poetry and creative writing.  Why do you think competitions 

such as the ‘ Glen Phillip’s Poetry Prize’ are important for new and emerging West 

Australian poets and creative writing students? 

Not for the prize money! 

When I first started writing, I used to enter competitions fairly often and it was a 

thrill when I started to get an occasional commended certificate -- it encouraged 

me to keep writing. My first published poem was in a competition anthology 

published by a small Eastern States writers centre. 

A competition may give writers something to aim for, a deadline. Hopefully it will 

also encourage them to get feedback on their work and improve their editing and 

redrafting skills. 

Art isn't sport or business, though! It isn't about winning and expecting to win only 

leads to disappointment. There are likely to be many well-written and worthwhile 

entries, so what rates a mention in the end depends very much on the taste of the 

judges. 

What a competition is about, is bringing attention to poetry. It's an 'event' 

involving particular people, and the world is at present is obsessed with events and 

names. A competition therefore makes it easier to get poets and poetry (although 

probably not the actual poems, alas) into the press. It also generates publicity and 

support for the writers centre or organisation running it. 

Because the competition is being run by a reputable organisation, poets can enter 

with confidence, knowing that it is not just a moneymaking scam. 
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2. The competition is also an avenue for more experienced poets to achieve 

recognition and publication of their work.  How important are competitions such as 

the ‘ Glen Phillip’s Poetry Prize’  in providing an outlet to the Australian poetry 

community in general?   

If poems are published afterwards, particularly if they're published on the Web,  a 

competition is a good outlet, because people are going to be interested to see 

what did well! If poems are not published or showcased at a reading then it isn't an 

outlet in itself. However being a winner or getting a poem into an anthology looks 

good on one's CV and may help a poet access future opportunities. Getting one's 

name in the papers and literary newsletters doesn't hurt either. 

3. We often hear how the publishing market in Australia is diminishing. Is it becoming 

more difficult for Poets to find markets and publications where they can have their 

poetry published or distributed to the wider community?  

No. 

Okay, the days of mainstream publishers putting out poetry because it made them 

look serious are well and truly over. But getting one's work to the public is 

becoming easier, for two reasons. 

Firstly, technology. There is now broad access to the means of both electronic and 

print publication, there are many different ways to get your work to the world, and 

it's much easier to promote whatever you are doing. For example if you publish a 

blog and take the time to research how best to promote it you can end up with a 

worldwide audience. Thinly spread perhaps, but international. 

Secondly, the public are becoming more interested in poetry because of the 

world's various crises. People are starting to recognise that in much of Western 

society there is a poverty of spirit that art can help to remedy. And people are 

looking for ways to add meaning to their lives. 

I think poets should think in terms of 'publishing' rather than 'getting published'. 

Getting your work to readers is something to take responsibility for and be creative 

about, rather than hoping that some part of the establishment is going to come 

along like a nice mummy or daddy and do it all for you. 
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4. What do you think are the main considerations that poets need to reflect upon 

when drafting their poetry entries for the competition?  Are there any pitfalls that 

they should also try to avoid? 

Not reading other poetry. Not reading contemporary poetry. People who don't 

read widely tend to write cringe-worthy poems. 

Get feedback on your poem from someone who reads plenty of poetry and is 

prepared to be honest. 

Think about every word, every phrase, every comma, every line and stanza break. 

The judge will be looking for what to throw out. Think about the usual writers-

workshop no-nos: too many adjectives, especially vague ones, weaken a poem. 

Adverbs are even worse. Clichés are instant death unless they're used in an original 

way. Show, don't tell. 

If you use rhyme it had better not be forced or lame. If you write in traditional 

meter, learn the rules of scansion. 

If you're going to be alternative with your spelling and syntax, do it deliberately 

and with authority and not just out of laziness. 

 

5. The ‘Glen Phillip’s Poetry Prize’ competition has an open theme.  What do you think 

is the essence of writing a memorable poem that has the ability to move and 

capture the reader’s attention?   

As with any kind of writing, an 'angle'. An original thought, a new combination of 

ideas, a delicious juxtaposition of words, an 'aha' moment. After that it's about 

pace, structure, rhythm and the tension between expectation and surprise. 

 

6. Even though the competition has a limit of 50 lines of poetry per entry, the ‘Glen 

Phillip’s Poetry Prize’ will no doubt attract a diverse range of poetry styles. Does 

having an open theme and a line limit give the poet more flexibility in drafting their 

entries? 

Obviously the open theme does. Personally I find themes artificial unless there is a 

genuine reason for having one. 

Many new poets write poems that are too long. The line limit will hopefully 

encourage quality rather than quantity. 
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7. You are facilitating a workshop for the Peter Cowan Writers’ Centre this weekend 

(23 June 2012). Can you tell me a little bit more about what your workshop will be 

focusing on this weekend? 

It's called 'Poem Clinic'. We will be workshopping people's poems, and I hope to 

use this as a way to discuss various techniques for editing and redrafting. 

 

8. Is there anything else you would like to add for aspiring poets and entrants in the 

competition?  

Don't take it too seriously! Poetry is meant to be fun. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


